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good-humour and benevolence to the last. The tenderness of his heart was proved in 1745-6, when he had an important command in the Highlands, and behaved with a generous humanity to the unfortunate. I cannot figure a more honest politician ; for, though his interest in our county was great, and generally successful, he not only did not deceive by fallacious promises, but was anxious that people should not deceive themselves by too sanguine expectations. His kind and dutiful attention to his mother was unremitted. At his house was true hospitality; a plain but a plentiful table; and every guest, being left at perfect freedom, felt himself quite easy and happy. While I live, I shall honour the memory of this amiable man1.
At night, we advanced a few miles farther, to the house of Mr. Campbell of Treesbank, who was married to one of my wife's sisters, and were entertained very agreeably by a worthy couple.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31.
We reposed here in tranquillity. Dr. Johnson was pleased to find a numerous and excellent collection of books, which had mostly belonged to the Reverend Mr. Jolm Campbell, brother of our host. I was desirous to have procured for my fellow-traveller, to-day, the company of Sir John Cuning-hame, of Caprington, whose castle was but two miles from us. He was a very distinguished scholar, was long abroad, and during part of the time lived much with the learned Cuning-hame", the opponent of Bcntley as a critick upon Horace.
1 Dr. Franklin {Memoirs, i. 246-253) gives a curious account of Lord Loudoun, who was general in America about the year 1756. 'Indecision,' he says, ' was one of the strongest features of his character.' He kept back the packet-boats from day to day because he could not make up his mind to send his despatches. At one time there were three boats waiting, one of which was kept with cargo find passengers on board three months beyond its time. Pitt at length recalled him, because ' he never heard from him, and could not know what he was doing.'
a See Chalmers's Biog, Diet. xi. 161 for an account of a contro-
• Her he incited, that if he spoke not, he might listen ; and that if he listened, he might reprove.' Memoirs of Dr. Bnrney, ii, 187. See ante, ii. 72,
